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Overview of West London innovation landscape

• West London is home to a range of major ‘innovation assets’: 

• a thriving higher education sector; 

• a number of significant accelerators;

• various Opportunity Areas

• Each of the various existing and emerging ‘innovation 

districts’ have distinct emerging local ecosystems (Appendix 

One), mapping neatly to some of the sub-region’s Opportunity 

Areas.

• But they sit within a wider a wider landscape, including 

central London and the Heathrow/Thames Valley corridor.

Universities and key 
accelerators



Supported by anchor businesses and transport connectivity

• This landscape is enhanced by the 

presence of many anchor businesses 

across various sectors.

• Major developments in transport 

infrastructure – the Elizabeth Line, HS2 

and the West London Orbital – are set to 

enhance connectivity between these 

clusters of innovation – and others further 

afield.



Maintaining West London’s position as an innovation leader

• West London has received substantial government investment into innovation projects over recent years, which in 
turn leverages private investment.

• But there is a risk that government attention re-focuses outside of London, missing the potential of investment in 
innovation here to generate considerable benefits in the UK more widely.

• By improving our understanding of how recent government innovation investments have generated wider benefits 
we can strengthen our case for ongoing investment and develop a specific proposition, including:

• Government focus on West London’s growth sectors e.g. clean tech, life sciences, digital, film and screen. 

• Ongoing support through government innovation funding, recognising the contribution our world leading 

universities and innovation hubs play in supporting employment and economic growth across the UK.

• The following slides present a snapshot of government innovation investments and case studies exemplifying 
regional impacts beyond West London.



Innovation Projects started since 2017 
across the 7 West London boroughs

• 436 innovation projects, with local 
organisations acting as lead partner in 254 
(58%)

• £101.9m investment, including £71.6m 
innovation grants; £30.2m private match

• 88 Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund (ISCF) 
investments, with WLA organisations leading 29

• ISCF investment totals £29.3m, including 
£19.1m innovation grant and £10.2m private 
match 



Innovation Investments - WLA Totals by year

Year number Value

2017 57 £21.2m

2018 83 £22.2m

2019 73 £15.5m

2020 63 £13.9m

2021 160* £29.1m

ALL 436 £101.9m

Investment Totals by year across the 7 WLA Boroughs

*2021 total includes 101 Covid-19 related projects



Borough level totals for innovation 
investment since 2017

Innovation Investments - WLA borough Totals

Borough number Value

Barnet 58 £9.7m

Brent 25 £5.6m

Ealing 66 £11.9m

Hammersmith & Fulham 104 £33.5m

Harrow 23 £4.2m

Hillingdon 128 £26.9m

Hounslow 32 £10.0m

ALL 436 £101.9m

• Hammersmith & Fulham, and Hillingdon are able to 
absorb and direct higher levels of Innovation 
funding – related to specific local assets and 
institutions.  

• Together these two boroughs account for 54% of 
total projects and 59% of total funding since 2017.



WLA Locations leading and co-ordinating 
Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund Initiatives

• Local lead partners co-ordinating £14.8m in direct 
ISCF funding

• 29 projects in total; including -

• 21 collaborative research and development projects

• 1 Bilateral research project

• 7 feasibility Studies 

• With impacts beyond the area from linked regional 
investments



National-level impacts from 2 WLA partner-
led projects based at Heathrow:

*Rolls-Royce 
Aviation - Derby

*BAE 
Systems -
IoW

Cranfield 
University –
Bed’shire

Inverness Airport –
Highlands & Islands

• Heathrow Airport leads Project NAPKIN – aiming to 
electrify (and decarbonise) UK aviation - and Fly2Plan, 

• £1.51m investment at Heathrow

• 21 external partner organisations

• £7.32m total project investment

• Impacting into 3 regions, and Scotland

• Including 2 major FTSE-100 UK manufacturers*

Heathrow 
Airport



Wider Impacts from Future 
Flight Strand 1 projects

• 40 projects, primarily focussed on UAV’s (drone 
technology)

• £6.37m innovation funding

• Including HyStRIAA 2.0 based at White City –
creating additional viability and range for 
electric flight compared to ‘battery only’ 
systems 



Wider Impacts from Future Flight Strand 2 
Projects

• 105 projects

• £36.9m total investment

• Contributes to ‘Jet Zero’ agendas

• And supports eg renewable 
energy O&M for offshore wind 



Appendix One

Existing and emerging Innovation District clusters



White City 



Old Oak and Park Royal



Golden Mile / Creative Enterprise Zone



London West Innovation District (Heathrow)


